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Background and Objectives: Although teacher education policymaking
in Iran spans over a century, it faces persistent challenges like qualified
human resource shortages, theory-practice gaps, and policy instability.
While existing literature evaluates policy outcomes, a deep gap exists in
analyzing the decision-making patterns that formulate these policies. This
article critically analyzes the decision-making patterns governing Iran's
teacher education and identifies their strengths and limitations. Methods:
This qualitative study employs a systematic review and critical analysis of
upstream policy documents, parliamentary legislation, policy center
reports, and relevant academic studies. The theoretical framework utilizes
classical and contemporary public policy decision-making approaches .
Findings: Decision processes in this area have primarily followed
centralized "rational-bureaucratic® and "political-coalitional” patterns.
These patterns contributed to policy discontinuity, limited research
evidence utilization, tokenistic involvement of key stakeholders
(particularly teachers), and the dominance of short-term, crisis-driven
approaches over strategic planning. Conclusion: The study highlights the
necessity of a paradigm shift toward a more integrative and participatory
policymaking approach, grounded in network governance principles, to
overcome current structural challenges.
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1. The Black Box of Policymaking



‘5)|;\fc'~»L_¢.u ) LS)"SWM ‘5Lb5§|| délﬁ.ﬁ‘ Wy g

3901 (63135 Calows 50 30,15 G S oo (oo GolS poro SrSpemad (595l
o) Gilie slaolys 6 NS 8b Jsmame alis 4 e Sl 5 el obow

GRS g plasel (pils 8 (s Gl 3 Slgi 5 )L
r°l’°° - H‘sé 6@05)_54
Dglaie slacs a8

g o0yl b Slope T A 0y 5 anlie A el Holas (S alb; Jlaws
68 ol Jo Glp pmeia s e ool (M Sl
(pdro 05008 wiile) o )d S o G50 s
Sl

L oS cnlow glalpt JSis 5 Jelsd (6 S pee—as oS )l g 5 e slaseds GleS>
5 LaolSials labes Bunlad jpim  lpe 0,5his s oo
(e asalr g (s (S—
‘g0t

13 SemdlST o ;S g S5 oLl o aty; a5 (e (5T oSS lasSl e 5o

D9t 5 833 G sl aitlee o ol Slog he il o Chiainge 5 (b o ilane SlS (sunl 3 1) (655 s
5 i slosely 335 a5 oIS DI & s s 1 Ss (sloaisF ples ol JSis pled
(=350l (6,105 Cusliws 4o (SIMON, 1976) &S oo (8o 1) asza L) jiSTas ) ogu a5 slas 355 Gl wcolys
e o by S s ale b ge LS (e 35 ke 5 ol sl yteliy B 4o | 055 5T ol

Dgd alalli 398 00 N 5 (Al Gl 4 VLl fz des (] o 45 0 lailiul plae Can 5l SG sl b 4z LSS
Sl el Sz 55,5 oamyob oy] 4y (ol 0 Lol el (5 5laod Jalial 5 plowacil sl (gl 505 csSI1 )
A d oy Late il CBlanl 5 Lo, i) (o yiwd JalS Sl 45 352 )38 Caslins Lo o el o3l
o185 (Bly e Lol Jlol (655 Ja ol sl (Son o L (590 s 5 sloaaly (et 9
Ao oo Sl g I8 cnlow

Trbe T pitncalis) oSl €ogamme coidlior pogie (s 5Tl udlis a5 )0 el Dy
Ol Sy Lz an (Sl 9 SMBl ((HLs slacasgame s @y (505S mreal oS 0,5 Yol gl o8
g ol Caws ladlaal 4y a5 aiis ((isuculs ) o (S ol ap ol gl Jlis 4 (((obaige) (Sew ool
a6 s |z 45 485 o geabss s 41 Jko el (SIMON, 1957) aiiS” o I 6 ebaws 0 |, JSio
Sl dgzse slacasgaome a gy 1o 1) JB 5 (los plaas 35 el i aBig 5 S oo, (259!
5 el adliy So (olb sl d 0sd oo azle ples (558 09005 b o 5 (Bisel i 4 (ol ¢ Jlie
ol S i 5y gy i (5l kool s 90 Ky (6155 2 e gl ol S 4y ol (sSme <]
) olyan 45 i1, iBen 5 ooxba (sl ol plo 5 cyolidl ot Ll sl ailinadly Jos

o ey Joline olaslgy 5l ganld Joe 10 (65108 sl a5 09 aitiae T 20,05 5551 )0 pobaid )l
sy ol 5 51 0 1S el L s e 351 paly 5 IS0l Slamens 5 4y o8 el el €5
5 S 5 Sadl ol slanl L) snie glaceub LagT ((bse 50 (Sl ledlbl L 5l go 5 ol
oSl 0] SNl (6l oaim3mags 5K el (Lindblom, 1959) aias e Kh 052 g slacionlins
Lo 5 s o Sl s b ol T ool oo yd (6l htd pos 53 B3 Sy 4y ppolits S35 (gl

1. Rational Model
2. Satisficing/Bounded Rationality Model
3. Incremental Model
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3. Network Governance
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